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INTERESTED AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS

RE: NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (EIR)
FOR THE SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY GENERAL PLAN UPDATE PROGRAM

Dear Interested Party:

The Drafi EIR for the San Bernardino County General Plan Update Program (SCH# 2005101038) is available
for public review and comment. The purpose of the document is to identify and describe the probable
environmental impacts that would result from the proposed project which includes the following: (1) Update the
County General Plan text and maps; (2) adopt thirteen Community Plans (Bear Valley, Bloomington, Crest Forest,
Hilltop, Homestead Valley, Joshua Tree, Lake Arrowhead, Lytle Creek, Lucerne Valley, Morongo Valley, Muscoy,
Oak Glen and Phelan/Pifion Hills): and (3) update the County Development Code implementing the General Plan.

This document has been prepared to meet the State requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act. The
Draft EIR has been prepared under the supervision of the County of San Bernardino Land Use Services Department.

The Draft EIR is available for review at the following locations:

San Bernardino County San Bernardino County San Bernardino County

Land Use Services Department Land Use Services Department Land Use Services Department
Advance Planning Division Big Bear Office Twin Peaks Office

385 N. Arrowhead Avenue, 1st Floor 477 Summit Blvd. 26010 State Highway 189

San Bernardino, CA 92415-0182 Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 Twin Peaks, CA 92391

8 am. to 5 p.m. 8 am. to noon; 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 8 a.m. to noon; 1 p.m. to 5 p.m
San Bernardino County San Bernardino County

Land Use Services Department Land Use Services Department

Victorville Office Yucca Valley Office

15456 Sage St. 57407 Twentynine Palms Outer Hwy South

Victorville, CA 92392 Yucca Valley, CA 92248

Sam. to5pm. 8 a.m. to noon; 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
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County Administrative Officer
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The Draft EIR will be available via the Internet at the County branch libraries located in the following communities:

Adelanto Crestline Loma Linda Trona

Apple Valley Fontana Lucerne Valley 29 Palms
Barstow Grand Terrace Mentone Wrightwood
Big Bear Hesperia Montclair Yucaipa
Bloomington Highland Needles Yucca Valley
Chino Joshua Tree Rialto

Chino Hills Lake Arrowhead Running Springs

City libraries with Internet capability may also be used to review the Draft EIR.

The text of the Draft EIR is also posted on the San Bernardino County Land Use Services Department web page at
www.sbcounty.gov/landuseservices or at www.sbcountygeneralplan.net, a special web site that was developed for
this project The General Plan Update Program is being heard by the Planning Commission in six separate hearings.
These hearings are scheduled for the following dates: August 24, 2006, September 7, 2006, September 21, 2006,
October 5, 2006, October 19, 2006 and December 7, 2006. The Draft EIR will be considered by the Planning
Commission at the December 7" hearing. If all hearings and proposed actions are completed on time, this project
will be heard by the Board of Supervisors in late December.

As required by the Guidelines for the Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), a 45-
day public review and comment period has been established for the Draft EIR. All comments on the Draft EIR
should be received by the County on or before October 23, 2006. Comments should be addressed to:

County of San Bernardino
Land Use Services Department, Advance Planning Division
385 N. Arrowhead Avenue, First Floor
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0182
Attn: James Squire

Sincerely,
MICHAEL E. HAYS, AICP
Director, Land Use Services Department



	CHAPTER I.  
	CHAPTER I.  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
	A. PROPOSED ACTIONS 
	B. AREAS OF CONTROVERSY KNOWN TO THE LEAD AGENCY 
	C. SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS/ISSUES TO BE RESOLVED 
	CHAPTER I.  
	CHAPTER II.  INTRODUCTION 
	A. PURPOSE OF THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
	B. LEAD AGENCY 
	C. INTENT AND USE OF THE DEIR 
	D. ORGANIZATION OF THE DEIR 
	E. LOCATION OF DOCUMENTS 
	F. PREPARATION PROCESS  
	G. AREAS OF CONTROVERSY KNOWN TO THE LEAD AGENCY 
	1. Incompatible Uses/Development Standards/Code Enforcement  
	2. Economic Development 
	3. Preservation of Rural Character 
	4. Public Transportation 
	5. Infrastructure and Community Facilities 
	6. Public Safety 


	CHAPTER III.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
	A.  
	A. LOCATION AND BOUNDARIES 
	B. PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS 
	1. General Overview 
	2. Jurisdictional Issues 

	C. PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
	D. PROJECT COMPONENTS 
	 General Plan 
	2. Planning Regions of the County 
	3. Community Plans 
	4. Development Code 
	5. Land Use/ Zoning Designation Changes 

	E. INTENDED USES OF THE DEIR 

	CHAPTER IV.  PROJECT ANALYSIS 
	A.  AESTHETICS 
	1. Setting 
	a) Valley Region 
	b) Mountain Region 
	c) Desert Region 

	2. Significance Criteria 
	3. Impact Analysis 
	4. Mitigation Measures 
	5. Significant Unmitigated Impacts 

	B.  AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES 
	1. Setting 
	a) Valley Region 
	b) Mountain Region 
	c) Desert Region 

	2. Significance Criteria 
	3. Impact Analysis 
	4. Mitigation Measures 
	5. Significant Unmitigated Impacts 

	C.  AIR QUALITY 
	1. Setting 
	2. Significance Criteria 
	3. Impact Analysis 
	4. Mitigation Measures 
	5. Significant Unmitigated Impacts 

	A.  
	D. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES  
	1. Setting 
	a)  Valley Region 
	b)  Mountain Region 
	c)  Desert Region 

	2. Significance Criteria 
	3. Impact Analysis 
	4. Mitigation Measures 
	5. Significant Unmitigated Impacts 

	E.  CULTURAL AND PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
	1. Setting 
	2. Significance Criteria 
	3. Impact Analysis 
	4. Mitigation Measures 
	5. Significant Unmitigated Impacts 

	F.  GEOLOGY AND SOILS 
	1. Setting 
	a) Valley Region 
	b) Mountain Region 
	c) Desert Region 

	2. Significance Criteria 
	3. Impact Analysis 
	4. Mitigation Measures 
	5. Significant Unmitigated Impacts 

	G.  HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
	1. Setting 
	2. Significance Criteria 
	3. Impact Analysis 
	4. Mitigation Measures 
	5. Significant Unmitigated Impacts 

	H.  HYDROLOGY, FLOOD HAZARDS AND WATER QUALITY  
	1. Setting 
	2. Significance Criteria 
	3. Impact Analysis 
	4. Mitigation Measures 
	5. Significant Unmitigated Impacts 

	I.  LAND USE AND PLANNING 
	1. Setting 
	a) Valley Region 
	b) Mountain Region 
	c) Desert Region 
	Mentone 
	Newberry Springs 


	2. Significance Criteria 
	3.  Impact Analysis 
	4. Mitigation Measures 
	5. Significant Unmitigated Impacts 

	J.  MINERAL RESOURCES 
	1. Setting 
	2. Significance Criteria 
	3. Impact Analysis 
	4. Mitigation Measures 
	5. Significant Unmitigated Impacts 

	K.  NOISE 
	1. Setting 
	2. Significance Criteria 
	3. Impact Analysis 
	4. Mitigation Measures 
	5. Significant Unmitigated Impacts 

	L.  POPULATION AND HOUSING 
	1. Setting 
	2. Significance Criteria 
	1.  
	3. Impact Analysis 
	4. Mitigation Measures 
	5. Significant Unmitigated Impacts 

	M.  PUBLIC SERVICES 
	1. Setting 
	2. Significance Criteria 
	3. Impact Analysis 
	4. Mitigation Measures 
	5. Significant Unmitigated Impacts 

	N.  RECREATION 
	1. Setting 
	a) Valley Region 
	b) Mountain Region 
	c) Desert Region 
	d) County 

	2.  Significance Criteria 
	3. Impact Analysis 
	a) Valley Region 
	b) Mountain Region 
	c) Desert Region 
	d) County 

	4. Mitigation Measures 
	5. Significant Unmitigated Impacts 

	O.  TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC 
	1. Setting 
	1. Significance Criteria 
	3. Impact Analysis 
	4. Mitigation Measures 
	5. Significant Unmitigated Impacts 

	P.  UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 
	1. Setting 
	a) Valley Region 
	b) Mountain Region 
	c) Desert Region 
	a) Valley Region 
	b) Mountain Region 
	c) Desert Region 

	2. Significance Criteria 
	3. Impact Analysis 
	a) Valley Region 
	b) Mountain Region 
	c) Desert Region 
	a) Valley Region 
	b) Mountain Region 
	c) Desert Region 

	4. Mitigation Measures 
	5. Significant Unmitigated Impacts 


	CHAPTER V.  ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED PROJECT 
	A. ALTERNATIVE NO. 1 – NO PROJECT ALTERNATIVE (1989 GENERAL PLAN AS AMENDED) 
	B. ALTERNATIVE NO. 2 – REDUCED DEVELOPMENT ALTERNATIVE  
	C. ALTERNATIVE NO. 3 – FUTURE GROWTH IN CITIES SPHERE-OF-INFLUENCE ALTERNATIVE  
	D. COMPARISON OF THE ALTERNATIVES 

	CHAPTER VI.  CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 
	A. POTENTIAL AESTHETIC IMPACTS 
	B. LOSS OF PRODUCTIVE AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES 
	C. DEGRADATION OF AIR QUALITY 
	D. LOSS OF BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
	E. POTENTIAL DISTURBANCE OF CULTURAL RESOURCES 
	F. GEOLOGY AND SOILS IMPACTS 
	G. HAZARDS AND POTENTIAL GENERATION OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
	H. IMPACTS TO HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 
	I. IMPACTS TO LAND USE AND PLANNING 
	J. POTENTIAL LOSS OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
	K. GENERATION OF NOISE 
	L. POPULATION AND HOUSING 
	M. INCREASED DEMAND FOR PUBLIC SERVICES 
	N. INCREASED DEMAND FOR RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
	O. INCREASED TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC 
	P. INCREASED DEMAND FOR UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 

	CHAPTER VII.  GROWTH-INDUCING IMPACTS 
	A. BACKGROUND  
	B. ELIMINATION OF OBSTACLES TO POPULATION GROWTH 
	C. PROMOTION OF ECONOMIC GROWTH 
	D.  SUMMARY/CONCLUSIONS 

	CHAPTER VIII.  MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM 
	CHAPTER IX.  PREPARERS OF THE DEIR,  PERSONS AND AGENCIES CONTACTED,  REFERENCE DOCUMENTS 
	A. PREPARERS OF THE DEIR 
	B.  REFERENCE DOCUMENTS/PERSONS AND AGENCIES CONSULTED 
	Bureau of Land Management. http://www.ca.blm.gov 
	California Air Resource Board. http://www.arb.ca.gov. Website locator for 2005 Almanac information. 
	California Department of Conservation. http://www.consrv.ca.gov/index 
	California Department of Finance. www.dof.ca.gov 
	California Energy Commission. http://www.energy.ca.gov 
	California Geological Survey. http://www.consrv.ca.gov/cgs/index.htm 
	California Non-Fuel Minerals 2004, Susan Kohler, California Geological Survey http://www.consrv.ca.gov/cgs/minerals/min_prod/non_fuel_2004.pdf 
	California Post Secondary Education Commission. http://www.cpec.ca.gov/ 
	California State Parks. http://www.parks.ca.gov/ 
	Center for Biological Diversity. http://www.sw-center.org/swcbd 
	EPA – Smart Growth. http://www.epa.gov/livability 
	National Park Service. http://www.nps.gov/ 
	NKCA –Advanced Policy Institute. http://nkca.ucla.edu 
	San Bernardino County Fire Department – Hazardous Materials Division. http://www.sbcfire.org. Reference to the agency responsible for the enforcement of County hazardous materials management programs. 
	San Bernardino County Library. http://www.sbcounty.gov/library/WebLibrary 
	San Bernardino LAFCO. http://www.sbclafco.org 
	SCAG – Creating Livable Places. http://www.scag.ca.gov/livable 
	Smart Communities Network. http://www.sustainable.doe.gov 
	Smart Growth America. http://www.smartgrowthamerica.com 
	Smart Growth Online. http://www.smartgrowth.org 
	Southern California Edison. http://www.sce.com/sc3/default.htm 
	United States Forest Service. http://www.fs.fed.us. 
	USGS – Western Region Geologic Information. http://www.wr.usgs.gov 

	C.  LIST OF ACRONYMS 





